- SN,
v Rk

ok ‘ ‘j

6ULL

ARMY OFFICER SENTENCED 10
2 1-2 YEARS IN PRISON.

o1 was a Good Soldier,” Says the Defend-
ant Weeping—Wife, Mother and Child
sick Stay Pending Appoal on the
Point of Civil or Military Jurisdiotion.

Capt. Thomas Franklin, U. 8. A., pleaded
guilty yesterday in the United States Cir-
enit Court of embeszling Government
money and presenting false vouchers
for approval while stationed at West
Point as commissary and treasurer from
1002 to 1907, and was sentenced by Judge
Hand to serve two years and six months
in the Federal prison at Atlanta. He
wept bitterly as he received the sentence.
Refore it was pronounced he had been
asked if he had anything to say.

*l would like to say.” he begag in a
husky voice, “that/both my counsel and
Mr. Wise have spoken well of my army
record. During the six years that | was
stationed at West Point I handled very
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WETTEST DECEMBER DAY

AND WIND THAT BLEW A WOMAN
IN FRONT OF A CAR.

Hor Umibreiia Behaved Like a Skate Sail
—#he's Badly Hurt—Taxieah and
FalMag Sign Fell Others—Three
Imehes of Maln and One Inch of Snow.

Last night wac the wetlest New York
had had for a long time, Up to midnight
more than three inches of rain had fallen,
not counting in the inch of snow that fell
up to 10 A. M. Three inches is regarded
a8 a heavy rainfall even in the spring, and
while the man at the Weather Bureau last
aight ocouldn’t say whether any records
had been smashed without getting out all
his books, he was pretty certain that yes-
térday was the wettest December day for
yoars.

The storm began here at 10:20 o’clock

| Sunday night with the wind northeasterly.

Yesterday forenoon the wind veered to
the east and sent the temperature up from
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DYING, SMOKED A CIGARETTE.

Cancer Hospital Patient's Bath Roebe
Caught Fire From the Sparks.

Francis Clark, & retired coal dealer of
Boonton, N. J., died yésterday at the Skin
and Cancer Hospital, Nineteenth street
and Second avenue. The Board of Health
nfmdmm,dnthoanmahnndth
Coroner's office”was notified. Last night
permission was given for the réemoval of
the body.

Clark wal a patient of Dr. William Bain-
bridge of 3¢ Gramercy Park, secretary of
the hospital, On Saturday he asked for
a cigarette and the physicians allowed him
tohave it. Clark was dying then, they said.

He was sitting beside his bed and wore
a bathrobe. Sparks from the cigarette
ignited the robe. A nurse put out the fire.
Clark was burned slightly on the shoul-
der. When Dr. Bainbridge made out the
death vertificate he gave the causes as
cancer of the stomach angd burns. For
the latter reason the Board of Health
called in the Coroner,

After a talk with Miss Sarah Burner
superintendent of the hospital, and with
Dr. Bainbridge, Coroner's Physiclan
O'Hahlon lust night said that death was
not due to the accident in any way
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AWAITS DEATH
S L ene e o

Belgian Raler Calm and Couragoeus—
Suffering Great Pain—Says He Is
Going on Leng Journey—Thanks Old
Omcisl-Forlorn Hepe Operation.

Spectal Cadle Despatch to THEE Suw.

Brussers, Deo. 13.—~Fully oonscious
but in a state of extreme physical weak-
ness Leopold, King of the Belgians, lies
expecting death. Extreme unction has
been administered to him at his own
request.

Reports from the palace say that the
aged ruler is calin and shows not the
slightest fear for the future. While
suffering excruciating pain he bears
up with remarkable fortitude and dis-
plays a courage that is admirable.

He greeted his physicians this morn-
ing with perfect serenity and to one
of them said:

TWENTIETH CENTURY WRECK.
Eastbound Train in Collision at Nerth-
oast, Pa.—May Be & Dead.

Burravro, N. Y., Dec. 14.—The sastbound
Twentieth Century Limited, the eighteen
hour train between Chioago and New
York, ran into the rear of Lake Shore No.
10 gt 11 o'clock laat night at Northeast,
Pa. [ ] 4
The hospitals at Erie report that six
bodies have’ been reovered from the
wreck, but the Lake Shore despatcher
in this city said at 2 o'clock this morning
that there were no dead. 1

The wires west of Buffalo, both tele-
graph and telephone, are down because
of the storm and it is diffioult to get any
acourate information.

SMOKE MASK FOR FIREMEN

TAFT TALKS 10 UNENPLOYED

& little above the freezing point to 50 de-
gross, where it stayed most of theday. The
eastérly wind and the rain were holding
out strong last night, but the Weather
Bureatr in sending out a forecast of a
change from rain back to smow to-day
wah on a change of the wind to
southeast. The bureau isa’t banking on
& letup of the rain, however,

Néw York wasn't the only wet spot
nlong the Atiantic ocoast. Washington,
fob instance, and other oities south of
here had more rain than New York,
The rainfall at- Washington was 2.18
inohes at 8 o'clock last night, at which
tine New York had only 1.62.

“I am going to make a long journey
econ.”

Later, to a member of his family who
stood by his bedside he remarked:

“I fear my end is near.”

The King utters no complaints. Dur-
ing the day he discussed his private
affairs with a notary, In spite of pro-
tests on the part of his family he insisted
upon attempting to deal with some
affairs of state. This afternocon he bade
farewell to a number of court officials,
notably the Court Marshal, Count Doultre-
mont, to whom he said:

*You have served e well for more than
twenty years and I want to give you my
thanks before I die. I am very grateful
to you."

The Count was greatly agitated and lelt
the room weeping bitterly.

The most afecting interview of the
day was that between the King and his
favorite daughter,
kissed her & number of times and tried
to console her. Bhe was terribly dis-
tressed and was led away half fainting.

It is reported that his eldest daughter,
Louise, Princess of Saxe-Coburg and

SAVE WOMAN AND CHILD.

Beoth Tried by Flames Befere Firemen
Ralsed Their Ladder.

Mrs. Lucy Groll was lying down in
home on the top floor of 145 East y-
third street yesterday afternoon when
her seven-year-old son Joseph came run-
ning into the room orying “Fire!® About
the same time there were several explo-
sions in the saloon down stairs as barrels
of liquor gave way. .

Taking the boy by the hand Mrs. Groll
ran to the fire escape in the vear. The
flames were pouring out of the windows
beneath her and she saw that they could
not escape that way. She opened the
door into the hall, ounly to find that the
stairs were ablaze. Flames puffed into
the room and she fell back, her hands and
face burned. The boy too was burned
by the rush of filre, but he joined his
Fnothcr at the front window.

large sums of money, but the amount
that has been stated as that 1 had taken
is not correct—the actual amount not
exceeding $700. These gentlemen,” turn-
ing to Col. Hull and Major Winship, who
represented the War Department in the
proceedings, “are wpdng in stating that
1 took between $10,000 and $14,000. You
tought to know specifically what the

amount was,” he said, addressing the| After sentence had been |-
two officers directly. “It is hafily fair|the prisoner placed in the hands
that I thould be wronged in regard to | Marshal Henkel, Capt. Ansell announoced
that.” his intention of applying %.:l:.i':::
My predecess or.® _|error for an appeal to the
ankhnr '!url;md :vel' "::":: ::i:; Sugrems Court from Jwigp Keuk'e
nial of a motion for arrest of judgment
office cnly $80. At the end of the month { on the ground that the Federal oourts
the bills for the suppliss couldn’t be paid. |did not have jurisdiction i &
J succeeded in getting credit until Jan- | military case which plainly called for
uary, and if it hadn't been for that we |® trial by court-martial. This conten-
would have gonme into bankruptey. It tion was based principally on the face
X that if an officer could be tried In the
was oniy the credit of a hundred Yours | rederal courts instead of by military
of honest dealing that made this possible. | oourt there would be lost fhat constity-
At the end of my six years of service
I turned over to my successor $80,000 in

tiowal right of “inherent ‘wq g
. v jecause a crime committed oh &
bard cash in addition to stock in the | reservation in one State would
laundry. the mees and elsewherd aggre- | ishable differently in anothey
yRating $65.000. I did well there. The | yjew of the fact that the-F:
:]ml of board to the cadets was kept | follow the practice of the
own better than ever before, In the which t rticular
time 1 was there I handled in actual cash e g gy et
over $2,000.000. 1 bought everything

trict is located. The question of
myself. The total embezzlement couldn't pending appeal'arose. Judge Hand
have amoun: to more than $4,000, of

he would hear argument on it to-day
which I ved not more than $700. 1|

in the meantime paroled b

. in the custody of his counmel with
yielded to ng that is hard to ex- 4

plain in f. | was a good soldier

acquiescence of United States Attorney
before I went into the subsistence depart-

Wise.
In fi e Judge
ment,” and here the unhappy man bega D AT Du—
6 weep. ¢

Hand
plainly embarrassed. He asked
fficers present to cite aon-
But he soon recovered his seif-control o"m ;M :, m‘hx and
and  continued: “My transgressions
stopped in August, 1908. | was sent to

then he oonsidenpd a
the Philippines and there took charge
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is ill-of typhoid fever
evér a case made worthy of clemency hy
the circumstances it was this ohe
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4 street car at Eighth avenue and Forty-
fourth street. Mrs. Susan Rufer left
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Hook and Ladder 2 arrived. Firemen
William Sythes and James Duggan ran
up the ladder. Sythes passed the boy
back to his companion and tgok charge
_|of the woman himself. It was a danger-
ous climb back down the slippery ladder,
for Mrs. Groll weighs nearly 200 pounds
and had fainted.

Dr. Hughes of Flower Hoapital found
the woman and boy both burned about
the hands and faces, but they refused to
80 to the hospital and were taken to the
bome of Joseph Groll, 618 Lexington
avenue, brother-in-law of Mrs. Groll and
owner of the burned building.

A second alarm brought Chief Croker.
Besides burning out the building where
Jt started the fire spread to the top floor
of 148, a furnished room house kept by
BMrs, Nattie Altmeyer. The damage was

U}ﬁ-

second ambulance from Flower
Hoapital collided with a delivery wagon
and bad to put back for repairs.
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PARIS-NEW VORK TELEPHONE ?
w‘ ;

Wireless Too—De Forest Epherie Talk
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making up his mind. 1%‘
of the subkistenocs work. [ was treasurer Fianiiis had - '

;
i

too of the Army and Navy Club in Manila,
in which capacity ‘I received thousands
of dollars in subscriptions. My accounts
were all rigidly examined in both offices
before I left and they were found to be
fight in every partioulsr. 1 only say

this, your Honor, to show you that I held
responsible positions after my work at
West Point, and from that day (August,

1%06) | have not done one thing that was
wrong.” .

Judge Hand was visibly affected, as
were all the spectators. Both Capt, 8. T,
Aneell, Copt. Franklin's ecounsel, -and
Tomited States Attorney Wise had pre-
¥ cusly spoken in the most flattering terms
of Capt. Franklin's military record.

“This is not a pleasant duty for me to
jerform, your Honor,” said Mr. Wise.
“Capt. Franklin served with my father
ind 1 have been in the army myself.
ihis man is one of forde and ability.
e has come up from the lowest to the
Pighest estate. and every private soldier
looked up to him as an example to be emu-
lited in every respect. He was held in
tniversal respect and esteem, probably
more so than any other officer in the ser-
viee. The duty he owed, therefore, to the
ferviee was all the greater because of
e great trust imposed in him by every
(ne alike.  Because of his splendid abil-
v and the trust in him the people at
Washington did not hesitate to put him
noone of the most repsonsible posts in
(he service, whera the youth of-our army
#7¢ being educated. Instead of holding
un that high estate he started in with this
petty larceny, this stealing of a cent on
& bag of cookies here and a penny t
until he had taken between $10,000
f16.000. He had the better opportunity
10 do this because of the trust imposed
In him. 1 {eel safe in saying that no other
oficer would have been trusted in this
Way. In order to carry out this system of
‘blevery he convinced his superiors that
Le could buy the supplies for the cedet
inees cheaper for cash than by voucher.
#ud then he could put in his own voucher.”

“ls there no record of all this?" asked
Judge Hand.

“There is only the record of this man,
¥ho was trusted by every one in the
War Department,” replied Mr. Wise.
‘This man must be punished. His defal-
cations extend over a period from 1902
1o 1908. Now, your Homor. thers are
three indictments outstanding against
Capt. Franklin. The first contains three
counts, on sach of which a maximum
penalty of five rs can be imposed.
The two other indictments contain in
6l nine counts, but they are the same
i substance as the eounts in the first
dictment wo that I will not press any

than three years indidbated, said the
Judge, that he wai of a corrupted nature,

ARMY'S ONLY LEFPER DEAD,
Sergt. Mix Underwent the Mest Selentific
Treatment,

SavaNnan, Deo. 18- First Bergt.
Charles O. Mix, U. 8. A, the leper of Fort
Screven, died yesterday afterncon at
§ o'¢lock after an illness of several years.
Arrangements are being made to carry
his body to North Georgia for ln“qt
in the Natiomal Cemetery. This wis the
final request of Sergt. Mix.

The death of SBergt. Mix, who was car-
ried on the rolle as first sergeant of the
Seventy-second Company, Coast Artil-
lory, removed the only man in the entire
rervice who suffered from leprosy. His
caso has attracted attention among army
surgeons since it was first diagnosed as
leprosy in 1906 by a Savannah physician.
It is supposed Sergt. Mix caught the dis-
ease while serving in Cuba or in the Philip-

nes.

EA- soon as it was found that the soldier
had leprosy the Government every
precaution to prevent the spredad of the
disease by isolating the patient, and at
the same time made the Sergeant as gom-
fortable as possible.

A cottage was built for Mix and there
he had every possible attention. Speecial |
physicians were sent to Fort Screven
and carloads of apparatus wers carried
to the island and set \p.'ht’ndu an X-
ray machine and violet ray ‘machines,
The sergeant submitted with patience
to every treatment. Dr. J. A. Gilchrist,
U. 8. A, was with Sergt. Mix for
years and made an exhaustive rey
on his case. Dr. Reuben Miller,
army surgeon, also had him in charge
for & time, as did Dr. Howell. All of thess
doctors gave the patient the most ad-
vanced treatment, even bringing medi-
cines from India, where the British army
has oocasion to fight leprosy occasion-
ally. The opinions of the best surgeons
in the British army were secured and the
remedies they suggested were applied.
They availed nothing except to retard the
progress of the disease.

TO TEACH AUSTRIANS TO FLY.

Morris Baker Aceepts Government Oer
for Aeronautical Experiments.
Morris Baker, an aeroplane inventor,
said yesterday that he would sail on
December 22 fox Austria, where he has
been engaged by the Government to make
aeronautionl experiments, Mr. Baker said
that he had been in ocorrespondence with
the Government authorities for sevéral

arrested.

The wind displaced a big wcoden sign
on the sixth story of a huilding at 788
Broadway at 5:30 o'clock last evening.
Although-the sign was 0 feet long and ¢
feet high only two persong were in the way
as it hit the sidewalk. Morris Weirman, a

were broken. He was taken to St. Vin-
cent's Hospital. A young woman w
name was recorded by the police as Jes-
nie Trowrllian of 101 Stanton street, a
dressmaker, was bruised a little, but was
able to go home.

Peter Xippa of 132 West Twenty-eighth
street, crossing Seventh avenue at Thirty-
fifth=stroet last night, was struck by a
tagicab. The front wheels passed over
him.

The chauffeur, William Mahoney of
174 East Eighty-eighth street, put on the
brakes, but the car skidded on the wet
pavement and Xippa was dragged
than fifty feet. He was taken to the New
York Hospital seriously hurt.
was arrested. He said the wind and
bad made it impossible for him to mee

Xippa. ;

-E': Weather Bureau's vaticination
“rain or snow” for yesterday moved
an ares of depression in a poet's soul
and ere long came this fragment of a
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BARGE AND CAPTAIN
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23 PER CENT. GOES IN GRAFT.

Judge Reports on Wholesale Munieipal
Corruption In Mentireal.

Moxinral, Dec. 18.—Judge Cannon's
wport on the civie administration of
Montreal following his investigation of
municipal affairs here during the whole
of lust summer was made public to-
day. In a general way it censures the
whole of Montreal's administrative
methods. He does not censure any par-
ticular man, but goes after the whole
system. His conclusipns are in part:

“For years, the period covered by this
inquiry, corruption has reigned in the
administration of the Montreal City Hall.
This corruption has been caused above
all by the patronage exervised by the
Aldermen in their committees and in the
Council in tavor of their relatives and
partisans. The last réweive contraots,
benefita and positions to the detriment
of the general interests of the city *

The Judge says that over 25 per cent.
of Montreal's money has_been wasted
every year in graft and patronage and
suggests that the City Counecil of 1910
take steps to prosecute crimimally or
civilly all those concerning whom revela-
tions of wrongdoing have been made dur-
ing the session of the commission.

GALE PARKENS STATEN ISLAND.

Fifty Mile Blow Plays Havoe With Elee
trie Light Wires.

FOR NEGRO EXPOSITION.

Prepesed Cetebration of 80th Anuniversary
of the Emancipation Prooiamation.
Wasminaron, Dec. 13.—Senator Depew

to-day introduced a bill providing that the

QGovernment participate in an Afro- |T

o per-
form an operation to-morrow.
Cardinal Mercler, Archbishop of Meoh-

it is stated here to-night that the Pope
?n sent the papal bengdiction to King

FIFTY YEARS IN PRISON.

Little Hepe That Cenmecticut's Oldest
Cenviet Will Be Pardoned.

Hantroro, , Dec. 13.~John Warren,
who has been in prison for half a century,
had an eloguent advoocate before the
Board of Pardons to-day in his appeal
for freedom in ex-Gov. George P, MoLean,
whose fame as an orator is more than
Statewide. He said in part:

“Better men have been hanged and

From Eifel Tower to Mistual TAfe.
Spectal Cable Despateh to Tan Sux.
Toxoon, Deo. 18.—~The. Daily Mail is

. | authority for the statement that within

a fow weeks apparatus will be installed
which if as successful as experiments
indicate will enable the carrying on of
verbal conversation between the REifel
Tower in Paris and the Mutual Life Build-
ing in New York

The De Forest system of
phony will be used.

LEAVES IT TO GAYNOR.

MeCilellan Wen't Vote for Any Large Ap-
prepriations New.

On the puggestion of Mayor McClellan
the armory board decided yesterday to
leave to the incoming administration the
selection of a site for the new
qu.t.Amhry. The property
the board has had under consideration
is between 100th street, Aqueduct avenue
and road. It s estimated
that the site would oost about $800,000.

“With only seventeen days of my term
left,” the Mayor said yesterday, “I am
opposed to any initial action ot the projeot,
whioh will probably cost abopt $1,000,000.
It had better be left to our sucoessors.
I know nothing about this site, and there
is not time enough left for me to inform
myself properly as to whether the pur-
chase would be a desirable one for the
oity.*

Later in the day the Mayor said that it
was his intention not to vote for any large
appropriations, or in fact to vote money
for any improvements
absolutely imperative or had not been

etheric tele-

t | contracted for.

TO ENCOURAGE CoOU ‘Aﬂl.
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months and had received notice to take
charge of the work in January, ;
Mr. Baker said that he has plans for a
new type of biplane that insures auto-
matic equilibrium, He said that there will
be no infringement of patents on any other
flying apparatus. g
He was not at liberty, he said, to talk
of the scope of his work. About a year
ago he built a triplane, which was
wrecked in making the first trial. With
this machine he took the $500 prize offered
at the Arlingtod deronautical carnival
for the best conatructed aeroplane. 9
While abroad Mr. Baker will also
sent the Aero Club of America and will
secure entrants for the international meet
to be held in this country next year,
He will carry on his experiments at
Vienna,

but the three counts.®
‘In fixing a penalty I shall oonnldor*
rge of embezzle-
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tnly the one general ¢
ment,” said Judge Hand.

Mr. Wise agreed to this, J&h\l that

L be desired no man's blood.

Lapt. Ansell made a long and earnest
ples on behalf of &”- m.lh. -the
hirden of his remarks being that dis-
Mi=sal from the army in disgrace was in
Melf a sufficient punishment. In some
det#il the Jawyer went over the life and

vices of hia olient from the time when

‘struggling young man without means

“ntered the army aa a private in the
Twenty-third Infantry im 1802, to rise
hrough the ranks of corporal, sergeant,
fergcant-major and Seoond Lisutenant
0 Captain.  In all these steps the young
*oldier had to be strengly recommended
'Y his superior officers, said the lawyer,

‘pt. Ansell read a long brief. contain-
Bg extracts from statements made by
Various officers attesting to the estesm | sexs
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